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Say it ain't so, Joe

hat is Joe Paterno trying to say?
-\ )\ 2 We know what he’s not saying. And that speaks
volumes.

In the case of Anwar Phillips, we know that Paterno has
refused to answer questions about why he would allow
Phillips to play for the Nittany Lions in the Jan. 1 Capital One
Bowl, three weeks after his expulsion from the university fol-
lowing sexual assault charges. ‘

‘In fact, according to Penn State spokesman Tysen Kendig,
Phillips “accepted responsibility” for the charges ina pro- . .
ceeding before the Office of Judicial Affairs. That body ruled
that Phillips would serve a two-semester expulsion that,
because Dec. 12 was almost at the end of the fall semester,
would take effect at the beginning of the current semester.

We also know, based on the words of Jeff Nelson, assistant
athletic director for communications, that athletic depart-
ment officials were notified prior to the bowl game that judi-
ciary action had been taken against Phillips.

That directly contradicts what Nelson told the CDT three
weeks after the bow! game, when it was announced that
Phillips would not be in school for the spring semester
because he “had some things to take care of with his family.”
Nelson also pointedly said at the time that he was “not led to
believe this involved any sort of disciplinary action” by the
university. '

Keep in mind that Phillips is charged with a sexual assault
and that those charges are based on a victim account that
Phillips did not dispute the essential details of in a statement
to Penn State police. According to a court affidavit, Phillips
went to the home of a female acquaintance, pushed the
woman down on her bed and, after she said, “No, I don’t
t\allant to do this,” proceeded to engage in intercourse with. -

er. .

Take away the legal technicalities, and an incident in
which one person forces another person to engage in sex
against their will would be called rape, pure and simple.

In any event, Phillips is free on $10,000 bail awaiting his
frial beginning June 9. o
. Assuming that what Nelson told the CDT in that Jan. 23
story on Phillips was correct, it follows that apparently none
ofthe people in the athletic department thought that a foot-
ball player being expelled on sexual assault charges was of
enough consequence to inform its assistant athletic director . |
of communications: " co :

Worse; Paterno refised to talk About it a A

efice Wednesday, exceépf to say at one point, “What haj
pened, happened: ' have very little control

Penn State until today was justly proud of a football pre-
gram that operated on high standards of character and aca-
demics as well as athletic performance. ]

Paterno’s disingenuous statements, the refusal to answer
simple guestions and, above all, the dismissive attitude
toward a football player charged with a serious felony — and
who admitted to conduct that was gravely immoral — tosses
all of that hard-earned pride out the window.

Given that Paterno has benched players for vielating cur-
fews or for not keeping their grades up, letting Phillips . -
remain on the team at all after being expelled says thatat -
least some incidents of sexual assault are not such a big deal.

Paterno had an opportunity to say otherwise. He could
have explained what administrative lapses, or lapses in judg-
ment, could have allowed Phillips to play. He could have
explained exactly what it was that he had “little control over,”
and thousands of people, from embarrassed Penn State .
alumni to advocates of sexual assault victims, would have
worked hard to make sure that he had the control he wanted
the next time an incident such as this one came up. _

He said he’d rather talk about graduation rates among -
black football players, or some other subject on which he
can primp and preen before the cameras. Sorry, but this is-
no time to change the subject, not until we get answers
about what went wrong and assurances that such a desecra-
tion of Penn State’s athletic program will not be repeated.
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selected a’ development team, k
LaSalle Partners Limited of Chicago -

and Moore & Associates of. Silver

Speing W devetop plans for thesite.

Since Congress has vowed not fo

pay for the FDA move, the team is
charged with figuring out a way to
make that happen with private
funds.

“We're lookmg at whether the
developer can create value with the
property” that will make the FDA
move profitable, said Jag Bhargava,
a GSA official working,on the White
Oak project. That plan, which
should be complete by next spring,

will also have to pass muster with

local officials and concerned resi-
dents, he stressed.

“I told the developer to come up
with the most creative plan you
have ever come up with and get it
approved,”hesaid. -

" "The General Services Adminis-
tration will help organize a kind-of
open house for the White Qak area

Oct. 18, in conjunction with the Ok--

toberfest that has been held on the
‘ grounds in recent years. As of now
the agenda.mcludes a golf tourna-
~ment and an “opening ceremony”
diiring which community members
are.
for FDA’s use of the campus.
. Quinton'was sent to the research
center by the Navy two years ago to
oversee the closing, ordered as part
of a Congressional budget-cutting
.move. For him, it has not been a task
he has relished..

“Intwo short years I can see why .

these people were upset and disap-
pointed,” he said of the workers.
It was a family atmosphere, a

tightly knit research and develop-’

ment commumty Everybody was
really close,” he said. .

-On_the center’s last day, there
were 20 people on the payroll. But at
its-peak, the center had as many as
4,000 employees, according to some

expected to see.detailed plans

of the veterans thete. Ken Caudle of
Silver Spring had been one of them
for 34 years, working as a research
physicist working on. nuclear and
ballistics projects. He said there was
a creative syriergy at the center that
worked according to what he called :
“the coffee-pot theory.” - -

“A lot of technology exchange,
lot of new ideas happened in little
informal gatherings, often around
the coffee pot or the water foun-
tain,” he said. “You see people
going to.lunch at similar times each
day to bounce ideas off each other.
And they weren‘t afraid to chal-’
lenge each other.”

That same atmosphere forged
some strong after-work friendships,
said several people at the ceremony.

Caudle also had a key role as
base transition coerdinator in dis-
mantling the place he had grown to
love, working with local officials
and coordinating the transfer of fur-
nishings on the grounds to local
groups. He said he is proud that he
and his colleagues managed to com-
plete the transition of the facility
from military to civilian hands in
less than two years -— much faster
than many other bases that Con-
gress ordered closed — but angry
that he' had to do so in the first place.

“It is ironic to talk about [there

" being] an excess of what this labora-

tory was. This was a bastion of
ideas, of development . .. and to say
that there is an excess of that is sort
of an insult,” he said.

Though private research contrac-
tors will take up some of the projects
done at the center, Caudle added,

© “the private sector can’t recreate the

environment here”

In the ‘end, the remaining em-. -
ployees passed around glasses of
champagne, conducted a toast and
shared memories. A few, like Mask,
the retired secunty guard, were
holding back tears. “Very emotion-
al,” he said of his walk with the flag.
And one man, calling out to a col-
league, walked away from the flag-
pole saying, “Well, it's all over.”
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